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Literary Reference Center

Literary Reference Center provides you with abroad spectrum of information on thousands of
authors and their works across time and literary discipline.

Literary Reference Center contains:

e Plot summaries, synopses, and work overviews.
¢ Nearly 100,000 pieces of literary criticism.

e Author biographies and interviews.

e More than 693,000 book reviews.

¢ Full-text poems and short stories.

1.To begin, go to OhioWebLibrary.org.
2. Click on the arrow beside the phrase “Reference and encyclopedias”:

3. Click on the words “Literary Reference Center.” ]
> Reference and encyclopedias

OR Type http://ohioweblibrary.org/literary into your browser’s address bar.
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A true Renaissance woman, Maya Angelou's work spans many professions; in
addition to writing, she was a singer, actress, director, civil rights activist, and
professor. However, she is best known for her writing, having published an
enormous volume of work, including seven autobiographies, nine books for
| children, thirteen collections of poetry, and four collections of essays. Though
| many critics consider her prose superior to her poetry, Angelou's verse is
enhanced significantly by her performance. Indeed, the style of her poetry seems
to stem from African-American oral traditions, particularly in its use of personal
narrative and its exploration of individual experiences with oppression. Her work follows a tradition
established by Frederick Douglass's slave narrative, employing a first-person singular voice to
address issues such as race and sex on a larger scale.

Literary Reference Center is brought to you by Libraries Connect Ohio, a partnership of Ohio's library networks: the Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN), INFOhio, and
OhioLINK. Access to this resource is funded in part through an Institute of Museum and Library Services LSTA grant awarded by the State Library of Ohio.
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